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1 EOA’s Position: The Executive Office on Aging (EOA), an attached agency to the Department
2 of Health, is in strong support of the nomination of Dr. Kealohaku‘ualohaku‘upoki‘i Balaz to the
3 Policy Advisory Board for Elder Affairs (PABEA).
4  Comments: Dr. Kealohaku‘ualohaku‘upoki‘i Balaz is being considered as a nominee to the
5  PABEA for a term to expire 6-30-2024. She is a highly respected and active member of the
6  Aging Network. She has Bachelor and Master of Science degrees in Nursing and a Doctor of
7 Nursing Practice. She also holds an Executive Master's degree of Business Education. She is
8  currently the Interim Executive Director at the Lunalilo Nursing Home and the Grace Project
9  Coordinator for Kokua Kalihi Valley Health Center. She is an adjunct faculty at Chaminade

10 University, facilitates the Resources Enhancing Alzheimer's Caregiver Health (REACH)

11 program, and is a master trainer for the Savvy Caregiver program for caregivers.
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Dr. Balaz was also featured on KHON's Kupuna Life sharing her story of caregiving for her
father who is in the late stage of dementia. She brings a wealth of knowledge and experience in
the field and will be an asset and strong advocate for kupuna.

For these reasons, EOA strongly supports the confirmation of Dr. Kealohaku‘ualohaku‘upoki‘i
Balaz for PABEA.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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On behalf of the Aloha ‘A€ina Party, its organization and membership, we hereby
express our support for Kauka Balaz to take this position. Kauka Balaz has the
experience and the right mindset to address the needs of Hawai‘i's elderly population.
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